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By the Grace of God and by the approval of Holy See, Thomas Mar Eusebius, Bishop of the 
Apostolic Exarchate of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church in USA extends cordial greetings 

to all the priests, religious and faithful of the Exarchate. 

Prot. No. EPL 1/2015 

Praise be to the Most Holy Trinity. 

 

 

Dear Reverend Fathers, Sisters and Lay faithful, 

The celebration of the Year of Consecrated life in the universal Church, which started on 

November 29, 2014, is coming to a close on February 2, 2016, on the World Day of consecrated 

life. The 2000 years of the history of the Church owes immensely to the life, witness and 

contributions of hundreds of thousands of people who let the Lord consecrate their life in the 

service of God and his people through the Church. The lives of our consecrated men and women 

have been a major source of spiritual strength for the Church and the world. Let us thank God for 

the gift of their heroic life witness. The Syro-Malankara Catholic in North America is blessed with 

the enriching presence, valuable service and the inspiring witness of many of our religious priests 

and sisters since many decades, especially those belonging to the Order of Imitation of Christ, 

Sisters of Imitation of Christ, the Daughters of Mary and the Holy Spirit Sisters. We raise our 

hearts in profound gratitude to God for the wonderful gift of these people of God in our Church. 

We continue to pray for them and for more vocations to consecrated life from this part of our 

Church.  

The current year is also marked by the birth centenary of His Grace the Most Rev. Benedict Mar 

Gregorios of happy memory. Undoubtedly, the deep faith, visionary leadership and rare wisdom 

of this unique spiritual leader and genuine lover of humanity have greatly enriched our Church and 

have made deep impacts in our hearts. We thank God for the marvelous gift of his life and legacy. 

The Malankara Catholic Church in North America remains specially indebted to Archbishop Mar 

Gregorios as the founder of our Church here. It was his ecclesial vision and initiative that led to 

the formal founding of our communities here. Realizing the importance of coordinating our faithful 

in this vast continent and providing them proper pastoral care, he made many visits to America 

and in 1984, he officially inaugurated the first Malankara Catholic Mission in North America. 

Most of the first generation Malankara Catholics in North America have firsthand experience of 

how dearly Gregorios Thirumeni held the North American Mission in his heart. Even to the very 

last stage of his earthly life, he continued his pastoral visits to us. 

The birth centenary year ends on January 31, 2016. As both these important events are being 

concluded, namely, the birth centenary of Archbishop Mar Gregorios and the Year of Consecrated 

life, we wish to come together as a Church in North America to thank the Lord for the manifold 

blessings that we receive through these two channels. Saturday, January 30, 2016 has been chosen 

for this Exarchate level celebration which will be held in New York. Rt. Rev. Msgr. Peter Kochery, 

the Vicar General of the Exarchate will provide you more details about the same. I earnestly 

request our priests, religious and the faithful to make this a meaningful celebration by your 

presence and prayers.   
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The Holy Father Pope Francis has declared a year of mercy to begin on Dec. 8, the feast of the 

Immaculate Conception. Jesus invited us to be merciful, just as our Heavenly Father is merciful. 

In a world that is so much wounded by the cruelty of man against man and against the nature, we 

Christians are called to be the manifestations of God’s mercy. Every person, every creature and 

the whole universe deserve our mercy, especially those of our brethren who are less privileged 

than we are. We are called to take this invitation of the Holy Father most seriously, as individuals, 

as families, as parishes and as a Church. I would recommend that all our parishes mark the 

beginning of the year of mercy, namely, December 8 or the nearest Sunday with some meaningful 

activities. May the year of mercy be an occasion for all of us in the Exarchate to experience deeply 

God’s mercy and to share it with all around us. 

We have already started the liturgical season of the Advent, in order to prepare ourselves spiritually 

to celebrate the great feast of the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus came on earth to show us 

the merciful face of God. Christmas is the celebration of God’s mercy par excellence. During this 

Advent season let us make an earnest effort to imitate the compassionate heart of Jesus by engaging 

ourselves in concrete acts of mercy towards our fellow human beings and to this nature. On the 

one hand, it is a call to abstain from any act of violence to anyone, and on the other, we need to do 

positive acts of mercy. We are not yet relieved of the shock of the violent terror attack that took 

place in Paris a couple of weeks ago. In the face of the growing, inhuman acts of violence in the 

world in which we live, we Christians have to resolve ourselves to be compassionate, not to inflict 

even the slightest violence on anyone. One of the most common ways we do violence is through 

our words. Let us try to create a culture of ‘compassionate talk’, especially during this Advent, in 

our families, in our parish communities and in our friendly circles. So also, let us not forget to do 

at least one meaningful act of mercy every day during this Advent. This way, we will be worthy 

to celebrate the birth of the Divine Child who came to tell us that the face of God is mercy.  

I wish all of you, your families and our communities a blessed Advent and a joyful Christmas. 

Invoking the powerful intercession of Mother Mary and all the Saints on all of us, 

Yours lovingly in our Lord, 

 
+ Thomas Mar Eusebius 

 

November 25, 2015 

Exarchial Chancery,  

1500 De Paul Street, Elmont, NY 11003 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

This circular is to be read in all our churches on Sunday, November 29, 2015 

 


